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o Drug Supply Chain Security Act (DSCSA) 

 
Passed by Congress in 2013, the requirements in DSCSA are intended to further protect the 
United States prescription drug supply chain, and the patients who use it, from substandard 
or falsified medications. The law has already triggered several implementation milestones 
since its passage, but several important provisions will go into effect in November 2023.  
NABP and its member boards have been evaluating the impact that the enhanced drug 
distribution security requirements will have not only on state regulators, but their regulated 
populations—in particular the dispenser community. In 2022, NABP undertook pilot and 
proof of concept efforts to explore DSCSA interoperability use cases and explore 
potentially unaddressed needs for the regulator and dispenser communities. During those 
efforts, we brought together the state regulatory community and manufacturers, 
distributors, and dispensers of all sizes to explore solutions to the interoperability 
challenges facing the supply chain. In the end, our goal was to explore ways to build 
uniformity for regulator and trading partner communications. In fall 2022, NABP 
announced its plans to launch a DSCSA Interoperability Network.  
 
The Network will:  
• support state regulator communication with trading partners in a manner consistent 

with DSCSA; 
• support industry in meeting its compliance obligations under DSCSA when responding 

to regulator requests; and 
• support the dispenser community with surfacing their ATP status in a secure manner 

that is consistent with the DSCSA, but also providing tools to initiate their own tracing 
and verification requests. 

 
The DSCSA Interoperability Network is a foundational platform that will be provided at 
no cost to regulators and members of the supply chain. To achieve the goals of the 
DSCSA, equitable access and participation across the supply chain is critical. More than 
any sector of the supply chain, the dispenser community needs access to tools like product 
tracing and product verification—as they are the last line and are most often the targets of 
criminals and counterfeiters. To that end, NABP will provide, at no cost, a set of tools to 
help support dispenser compliance with DSCSA.  
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The Network will launch in mid-2023, and NABP will onboard trading partners throughout 
summer and fall, with an eye toward the November 27, 2023 implementation for the 
electronic and interoperable system. 
 

o 119th NABP Annual Meeting 
 
The 119th NABP Annual Meeting will be held in-person at the Renaissance Nashville 
Hotel in Nashville, TN, May 10-12, 2023. The theme of this year’s meeting is “Framing a 
New Practice Mindset.” This year’s Keynote Address will be delivered by Dr Drew 
Pinsky. Additionally, attendees may earn up to 5.5 contact hours of continuing pharmacy 
education credit at the meeting. Sessions will cover issues surrounding revised USP 
chapters, “Just Culture,” and DSCSA implementation. An Educational Poster Session will 
also take place. During the Final Business Session on May 12, members will elect new 
officers and members to the NABP Executive Committee and discuss and vote on 
proposed resolutions and amendments to the NABP Constitution and Bylaws. 

 
o PCOA & NAPLEX Advantage 

 
The Pharmacy Curriculum Outcomes Assessment (PCOA), although no longer required by 
the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), will continue to be offered for 
the remainder of the 2022-2023 academic year at no cost to the Colleges of Pharmacy or 
pharmacy students at the end of the didactic portion of their education. At the end of the 
2022-2023 academic year, based on the decreased interest in the utilization of the PCOA 
and feedback provided via surveys from the schools as well as direct conversations with 
key stakeholders, the NABP Executive Committee has made the decision that NABP will 
discontinue offering the PCOA program, and it is scheduled to sunset in June 2023. 
 
NABP will offer an alternative assessment to help schools of pharmacy assess readiness of 
pharmacy students for the North American Pharmacist Licensure Examination (NAPLEX). 
Schools that offer the enhanced practice exam, NAPLEX Advantage, will receive a 
student Performance Report modeled after the Performance Report currently available to 
NAPLEX candidates who fail that exam. The NAPLEX Advantage Performance Report 
could be used as feedback in preparation for the NAPLEX high-stakes exam. The 
NAPLEX Advantage will be exclusively available to Colleges of Pharmacy starting in 
June 2023. 
 
Benefits of the NAPLEX Advantage include: 
• Enhanced result reporting to schools 
• Previous operational questions from the NAPLEX  
• Simulates the experience of the NAPLEX high-stakes exam environment to better 

prepare pharmacy students  
• Same blueprint (competency areas) as the NAPLEX  
• Event-based school testing to be administered by the Colleges of Pharmacy, which 

allows more flexibility and control by the school to best suit their implementation 
needs 
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o Bad Meds Campaign 

 
“Bad meds kill real people” is the slogan of the new informational campaign (#BadMeds), 
which addresses the dangers of fake medications being sold online and highlights how they 
can contain dangerous ingredients, including deadly doses of fentanyl. During a news 
conference on December 14, 2022, Los Angeles and federal authorities introduced this 
initiative and presented a public safety video featuring actor Danny Trejo directing viewers 
to “verify your meds with safe.pharmacy.” 
 
The campaign is a multi-agency effort between NABP, the Alliance for Safe Online 
Pharmacies, the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department and Health Authority Law 
Enforcement Task Force, the Los Angeles Police Department, Homeland Security 
Investigations, the National Intellectual Property Rights Coordination Center, and Crime 
Stoppers USA. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGsuXnrG5pg

