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• Organization Update: 

 
o Examination Changes 

 
NABP is implementing several examination program changes in early 2021. The most 
noticeable change is that the blueprint for the North American Pharmacist Licensure 
Examination® (NAPLEX®) has evolved from two competency areas to six. This change is 
part of NABP’s ongoing efforts to ensure that the NAPLEX is aligned with current 
pharmacy practice standards. The updated blueprint took effect on January 18, 2021.  The 
six competency areas include: 

• Area 1 – Obtain, Interpret, or Assess Data, Medical, or Patient Information 
(Approximately 18% of Test) 

• Area 2 – Identify Drug Characteristics (Approximately 14% of Test) 
• Area 3 – Develop or Manage Treatment Plans (Approximately 35% of Test) 
• Area 4 – Perform Calculations (Approximately 14% of Test) 
• Area 5 – Compound, Dispense, or Administer Drugs, or Manage Delivery 

Systems (Approximately 11% of Test) 
• Area 6 – Develop or Manage Practice or Medication-Use Systems to Ensure 

Safety and Quality (Approximately 7% of Test) 
 

NABP has also decided to begin reporting NAPLEX and Multistate Pharmacy 
Jurisprudence Examination® results as pass/fail and will no longer report numeric scores. 
This change closely aligns with the purpose of NABP’s exams: to protect the public health 
by assisting the boards of pharmacy in distinguishing those candidates who have the 
knowledge, skills, and abilities required for entry-level pharmacy practice from those who 
do not. In addition, this is consistent with other professional licensing boards’ reporting 
practices. The change from a numeric score to a pass/fail result was implemented on the 
same date the updated blueprint took effect. Those who fail the NAPLEX will continue to 
receive a detailed report that indicates the competency areas in which they were deficient. 
 
Finally, NABP is transitioning the Pre-NAPLEX and Pre-FPGEE to a new test delivery 
platform that will provide candidates with a more similar “look and feel” to the actual 
experience of candidates at Pearson VUE test centers. 
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o 117th Annual Meeting  

 
With the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) cases surging and widespread vaccine 
availability not expected until late spring 2021, the NABP Executive Committee has once 
again made the difficult decision to hold the Association’s Annual Meeting virtually.   
 
The virtual 117th NABP Annual Meeting will be held over two days, May 13 and 14, 2021, 
and will include the NABP business sessions. Building on the success of last year’s virtual 
meeting, NABP is expanding the program to include a keynote address and continuing 
pharmacy education (CPE) sessions, including a pre-meeting CPE session on May 12. 
Information and updates on the meeting will be available by February on the NABP 
Annual Meeting website (www.nabpannualmeeting.pharmacy). Registration for the 
meeting is expected to be made available by March 2021.  

 
o NABP Emergency Passport Program 

 
Due to the ongoing public health emergency, NABP has extended the operation of the 
Emergency Passport Program. This program was created to provide critical licensure and 
board action/disciplinary screening to meet criteria set by our member boards of pharmacy 
as a means for states to grant temporary emergency licensure safely and efficiently for 
pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, and pharmacist interns in response to COVID-19.  
 

o Combatting Opioid Epidemic 
 

We continue to promote pharmacist-provided medication-assisted treatment (MAT) for 
patients diagnosed with opioid use disorder (OUD), an initiative of current NABP 
President Timothy D. Fensky, RPh, DPh, FACA. This initiative builds on the efforts of the 
state boards of pharmacy to combat the opioid crisis over the past decade. Furthering 
existing NABP efforts, including PMP InterConnect, and safe.pharmacy, a consumer-
focused website highlighting safe medication practices. 
 
In an effort to advance this initiative, Timothy Fensky, along with NABP and its member 
boards, have or are in the process of: 

• Continuing to meet with Senator Tonko and other sponsors of the MAT Act bill to 
assist with urging Congress to pass legislation to allow states to recognize 
pharmacists as MAT providers; 

• Working with NABP members to review applicable language found in the The 
Model State Pharmacy Act and Model Rules of the National Association of Boards 
of Pharmacy (Model Act) to guide states in the expansion of pharmacist practice in 
this area; 

• Finalizing the work of a recently convened task force whose members reviewed 
and recommended strategies to drive change on this issue. 

• Publishing various articles, including this recent blog article, on the initiative. 
• Offering a live webinar, followed up by a home study webinar, for pharmacists and 

pharmacy technicians on MAT. 
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o PMP Interconnect 

NABP operates PMP InterConnect® (PMPi), a data sharing hub that allows PDMP users to 
communicate and share PDMP data across state lines. PMPi is also leveraged to integrate 
PDMP data directly into patient records with one click. Today, 51 of 54 PDMPS utilize 
PMPi for interstate data sharing and 44 PDMPS utilize the same infrastructure as a means 
of integrating PDMP data directly. All told, PMP InterConnect processed over 400 million 
interstate data sharing transactions per month and helps facilitate data integration in over 
100,000 healthcare facilities (representing 800,000 clinicians) and 32,000 pharmacies 
saving clinicians hundreds of millions of hours per month.   

In spite of the success and leadership the state prescription monitoring programs have 
shown in establishing this national network, actions have been taken that jeopardize the 
stability and future growth of this interconnected and well-functioning system of PDMPs. 
Specifically, the Federal government has placed restrictive grant requirements on states 
that remove state choice and force states to join an unproven and redundant interstate 
sharing solution. While, NABP welcomes any competitive solutions, these Federal grant 
requirements to join a federally funded solution, have created an unlevel playing field that 
makes future growth and innovation very challenging.   

In response, NABP is working to organize a group of PDMP users and other stakeholders 
to request that Congress and the Biden Administration foster and enforce a competitive 
environment, as opposed to the current status which favors an unproven and untested 
federal system.   
 


